
People Who Become Symptomatic 
of Covid-19 Onsite 

 
All members of the educational establishment including staff and pupils will be 
continually supported to understand the symptoms to look for and clear advice will be 
provided on how to respond if symptoms become apparent while on-site.  
If anyone becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature/fever or 
anosmia (a loss or a change in your normal sense of smell, which can also affect your 
sense of taste) in an educational setting, they and any members of their household 
within that school setting must be sent home and advised to follow the PHA guidance for 
households with possible coronavirus infection. Settings should keep a full record of 
such actions and request a parent / carer / guardian record their acknowledgement of 
this action.  
 
A child awaiting collection will be moved to a room where they can be isolated behind a 
closed door (Accelerated Reading library). Appropriate adult supervision will be 
provided. A window will be opened for ventilation. If it is not possible to fully isolate the 
child, they will be moved to an area which is at least 2m away from other people. A risk 
assessment will be undertaken by the school to address this. The school will fully 
document this process to ensure a record is held of who made the decision, who was 
contacted, who provided supervision and who picked up the child.  
If the child needs to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they will use a 
separate bathroom which will be cleaned and disinfected before being used by anyone 
else.  
 
PPE will be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if direct personal 
care is needed and a distance of 2m cannot be maintained (such as for a very young 
child or a child with complex needs).  
 
If the child is seriously ill or injured or their life is at risk, the school will call 999.  
 
If a member of staff (who was wearing the appropriate PPE and adhering to the social 
distancing guidelines) has helped someone with a new, continuous cough or a high 
temperature or loss of taste/smell, they do not need to go home unless they develop 
symptoms themselves. They will wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds after any 
contact with someone who has developed symptoms. Cleaning the affected area with 
available cleaning products, followed by disinfection after someone with symptoms has 
left will reduce the risk of passing the infection on to other people. 
 

Test, Trace and Protect 

Pupils and staff who exhibit any symptoms associated with COVID-19 should not attend 
school. The N.I. Executive has rolled out a Test and Trace and Protect strategy 
designed to control the spread of COVID-19 and symptomatic staff are expected to 
follow the advice and obtain a test for COVID-19.  
Where an individual has had a negative result, it is important to still apply caution. If 
everyone with symptoms who was tested in their household receive a negative result, 



the pupil or member of staff can return to work providing they are well enough and have 
not had a fever for 48 hours.  
 
Anyone who tests positive will be contacted by the Contact Tracing Service in the Public 
Health Agency, and will need to share information about their recent interactions. This 
could include household members, people with whom you have been in direct contact, 
or been within 2 metres for more than 15 minutes. Passing in corridors and short periods 
of contact does not therefore present a significant risk to staff or pupils. All household 
members should follow PHA isolation guidance which currently requires everyone in the 
house to stay at home. Isolation guidance will then be provided that is context specific 
and may result in friendship groups, regular contacts and potentially an entire class or 
‘bubble’ being instructed to self-isolate at home. 
 

Summary Guidance: 
  

 if you have symptoms of coronavirus or a positive test, you will need to stay at 
home for at least 10 days;  

 
 if you live with someone who has symptoms or a positive test, you will need to 

stay at home for 14 days from the day the first person in the home started having 
symptoms;  

 
 however, if you develop symptoms during this 14-day period, you will need to 

self-check in accordance with Test and Trace guidance and stay at home for 10 
days from the day your symptoms started (regardless of what day you are on in 
the original 14-day period);  

 
 10 days after your symptoms started, if you do not have a high temperature, you 

do not need to continue to self-isolate. If you still have a high temperature, keep 
self-isolating until your temperature returns to normal. You do not need to self-
isolate if you just have a cough after 10 days, as a cough can last for several 
weeks after the infection has gone;  

 
 if you have symptoms and live with someone who is 70 or over, has a long-term 

condition, is pregnant or has a weakened immune system, try to find somewhere 
else they can stay for the 14-day isolation period;  

 
 it is likely that people living within a household will infect each other or be infected 

already. Staying at home for 14 days will greatly reduce the overall amount of 
infection the household could pass on to others in the community.  

 
Enhanced cleaning will be carried out within any classroom in which an individual who 
has developed COVID-19 has been to minimise risk of the spread of the virus. This will 
be clearly communicated to staff, parents and pupils to provide assurance that the 
environment is safe.  
Pupils or members of staff can return to school when they have completed the 

necessary period of isolation as advised by the Test, Trace and Protect service. This will 

help contain any potential transmission to those staff/pupils and will also assist in 

protecting the wider community. 


