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Primary 5

Dear parents, 

We are hoping to enlist your support this term to improve our understanding in maths.  So much of our practical work can be covered while doing the little jobs at home that are part of everyday living.

Thank you so much for working in partnership with us.
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Shopping is a great way of learning the value of money. 
· Give your child the opportunity to count, work with all coins up to £2 and notes up to £5, 10 and £20.
· Allow them to pay for themselves at the till, working out which coins are needed.
· Encourage them to estimate how much their shopping will come to, before they get to the till.
· Urge them to estimate how much change they should get.
· When in the supermarket draw their attention to special offers e.g. “buy 1 get 1 free” how much are they working out at each, etc.? 
· Finding change from £1 is always tricky so reinforce this at every opportunity that you can.
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· Sharing is another name for dividing.  We especially want them to know there are: 

· 2 halves in a whole

· 3 thirds in a whole

· 4 quarters in a whole

· 5 fifths in a whole

· Refer to fractions in real life situations e.g. when sharing a bar of chocolate what fraction each child has.

· Use practical situations such as sharing sweets or cards among children to reinforce the concept of finding a fraction of a number., eg, sharing 18 cards between three children is the same as finding 1/3 of 18.

· Compare fractions: 3/5 of a cake and 2/5 of a cake, which is bigger?
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·  Encourage your child to read the time, focusing on five minute intervals.

· Familiarise them with analogue clocks (clock faces) and digital clocks (written in numbers). Point out what particular times look like on both.

· Use the terms ‘am’ and ‘pm’ and encourage your child to do the same.

· Use the calendar to work out how long ago the oilman delivered our oil etc, 

· How many days/weeks/months it is to each family member’s birthday.
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 When doing the shopping draw attention to cereals etc; 

· Talk about the weight in the packets.  

· Ask questions such as: are they heavier/lighter than 1kg? 

· Match up the 500g with the 1/2kg 

· Ask how much would 750g need to make 1kg? 

· If we had 2 packets each weighing 750g, what weight would we have?
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· Draw their attention to shapes around the home. E.g. kitchen tiles/bathroom floor tiles/walls, street paving etc. 

· Talk about them fitting together without leaving a space (tessellation) 

· Look at 2D- flat shapes and 3D shapes- boxes of biscuits, chocolates (cuboids), tins of beans (cylinders), OXO cubes (cubes) and ask your child to describe the properties e.g. – the cube has 6 square faces, 8 corners (we call these vertices) and 12 edges.
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· Talk about how we measure turns in angles.  A right angle is a corner.  There are 4 right angles on this page.  Ask your child to look around and see if they can find two others in a room – the door corner, window pane etc.  

· To understand turns we also need to understand direction.  Talk about right, left, full turn, half turn, clockwise (the way the clock hands go), anti-clockwise (the opposite way).  Point out that explorers and travellers need more precise directions and we know they are based on compass points N, S, E, W.

· Ask your child to give directions using the compass points to locate things on a map, grid or maze.
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· Draw attention to graphs in the world e.g. pie charts on Sainsbury’s own brand products showing a % of green, red or amber to show how health they are.

· Encourage them to make decisions by taking a vote and recording the results in a tally.
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· Encourage your child to read numbers up to 10 000 in words.

· Practice the 2,3,5,6 &10 times tables.

· Get your child to count up/down in 2/3/4/5/20 from random numbers.

· Promote mental addition and subtraction by adding numbers on a licence late, totalling Gaelic scores, etc.

· Set doubling/ halving challenges, eg. Numbers on a jersey, ages, etc.

